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This year, as we have 
emerged from lockdown 
and continue to traverse 
an uncertain and in many 
ways challenging path, 
many of us have felt 
more disconnected from 
the world at times, with 
both places and people 
seeming a little more 
distant than perhaps they 
once were. In light of this, 
in the Modern Foreign 
Languages department 
our main goal has been to 
ensure that all our pupils 
are provided with as much 
opportunity to engage 
with and explore different 
languages and cultures 
as possible in order to 
help them maintain that 
important connection with 
the wider world around 
them. 

As term has progressed, it has 

been a real pleasure to see so many 

pupils approaching their language 

learning with such a positive attitude 

and mindset, with many fantastic 

pieces of work being produced as a 

result. Additionally, as a very close-

knit department it has been a real 

adjustment for all of the Languages 

staff to being spread out across the 

school and I am immensely grateful 

to them for all of their hard work so 

far and for all the opportunities they 

continue to provide our pupils with on 

a daily basis.

In Year 7 Miss Jenkins has been 

introducing all our groups to both 

French and Spanish, with a focus 

on introducing and 

describing key details 

about themselves. This 

of course is a fantastic 

opportunity for them 

to have a taster of 

both languages before 

choosing the one they 

would like to continue 

with for the remainder 

of Key Stage 3. Following this, all 

Year 7s will have the chance to learn 

language related to the immediate 

world around them, including a focus 

on subjects such as School and Free 

Time respectively. They will also begin 

to develop their understanding of the 

grammar of the language they have 

chosen, whilst continuing to expand 

their vocabulary and knowledge 

of customs, traditions and cultural 

information related to Francophone 

and Hispanic countries.

Moving on to Year 8, our French and 

Spanish pupils have been focusing 

on learning how to talk about and 

describe their homes with Miss Jenkins. 

Indeed, there have been some fantastic 

and detailed posters produced which 

show off pupils’ ability to create 

detailed and sophisticated opinions 

on the topic. As the year progresses, 

they will be encouraged to 

Spotlight on:
Modern Foreign Languages
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develop this further, continuing to 

focus on the wider local community 

and gaining a greater understanding 

of festivals and traditions in French, 

whilst in Spanish they will deepen 

their understanding of the Spanish 

education system and learn how to 

describe their own experience of 

school in greater detail. In addition, 

in early 2021 Year 8 will also have 

the fantastic opportunity to opt to 

study both languages moving forward 

into Year 9. Given the obvious links 

between the two languages, the work 

they have already done will provide 

them with an excellent springboard for 

this and those who do opt will have the 

chance to further develop language 

skills which are consistently rated 

towards the top of leaderboards of 

desired attributes within the workforce 

by employers.

In Year 9, Mrs Nicholls and Miss 

Taylor have been impressed with 

the attitude and approach of many 

of our pupils as they build towards 

selecting their GCSE options in French 

and Spanish respectively. In French, 

pupils have been delving into the 

world of celebrities within TV, cinema 

and music as part of the Media topic. 

At the same time, those in Spanish 

have been considering their own diet 

and exercise regime as part of the 

Health topic. These topics provide an 

excellent chance for pupils to hone 

their Listening, Speaking, Reading 

and Writing skills within the subject. 

As we move towards Christmas and 

the Options selection process, both 

languages provide the opportunity 

for pupils to study a film in detail 

in order to broaden their cultural 

understanding, with a focus on Sport 

and Healthy living as well as Holidays 

respectively in the latter part of the 

year.

Across both French and Spanish in 

Year 10, staff within the department 

have been really pleased with pupils’ 

maturity and approach towards 

starting their GCSE studies. With a 

focus on bridging the gap 

between finishing Year 9 Cont. Over
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early and starting the next phase 

of their studies, such a positive and 

proactive attitude is vital and the 

topic of Family and Relationships has 

allowed all pupils the opportunity to 

revise language from earlier in their 

school career whilst also building 

their knowledge of topic-specific 

vocabulary and grammar further. In 

Year 11, it has also been fantastic to 

see pupils returning with a real focus 

and determination on succeeding 

with their studies. In French with 

me, they have focused on describing 

their school experience whilst also 

considering a variety of health-related 

issues. Conversely in Spanish, Mrs 

Jones has been guiding pupils through 

the Festival and Traditions topic.

Finally in Sixth Form, Year 12 have 

made a fantastic start to the course. 

Despite not having chance to sit 

the GCSE exams, they have made 

an excellent transition to A level 

study, diving into topics such as the 

New Wave of French cinema and 

the Changing role of Family within 

society in French and exploring 

Guillermo del Toro’s film ‘El laberinto 

del fauno’ and the complexities of 

Cyberspace in Spanish. Equally in Year 

13, students have been conducting 

extended research into a variety of 

topics ranging from blood donation to 

Columbian drug cartels as part of their 

Individual Research Projects. Such 

dedication and focus will undoubtedly 

set them up extremely well for Further 

Education and life beyond school, 

whatever their choice may be!

Overall, it has been a tremendous 

first term for Languages pupils at 

Woldgate. Whilst the prospect of 

trips and excursions remains a distant 

one at this point, we will continue to 

look to provide pupils with as many 

opportunities as possible within 

school to experience Francophone and 

Hispanic culture in order to give them 

a deeper appreciation of the world 

within which we live. Once again, my 

final thanks must go to Miss Jenkins, 

Miss Taylor, Mrs Nicholls and Mrs 

Jones who have proven yet again to be 

a fabulous team of teachers who really 

do consistently provide the very best 

education for our pupils!

Mr Thomas-Peter 
Director of Studies: Languages

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 217 October 2020 Page 4@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 217 October 2020Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Excellent English work
Miss Crookes writes:
Joshua Berger’s work on My Learning has been phenomenal. He has 

handwritten some superb analysis of Dickens’ novel ‘Oliver Twist’ and 

uploaded his work to ClassCharts. In Year 7, pupils have been working 

on mind maps to show understanding of the text under study, using 

inference to show deeper levels of understanding. Their work has been 

amazing so far this half term!

Mrs McMurdo writes:
I was really impressed with the homework produced by Year 11. We 

have been working on the idea of concept-driven essays and they 

have produced some great independent responses. In particular, Holly 

Johnson impresses me every lesson and each response she submits is 

stronger than the last.

Newsletter
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The Archbishop of York’s  
Young Leaders’ Award 2020 

Mrs Shearing writes:
It is fantastic to see that some of our Year 9 pupils have completed their Archbishop 
of York’s Young Leaders’ Award in their Religious Studies lessons and have taken 
part in many volunteering opportunities in and outside of school.

At Woldgate, pupils have volunteered their time and enthusiasm in the following ways: showing potential future pupils 

and their families around our school during Open Evening, volunteering to be a Subject Ambassador, taking part in musical 

productions and concerts and helping mentor younger pupils during form time and also at lunch. Year 9 pupils have also led 

some Enrichment activities, acted as Form Representatives and helped staff prepare for lessons, sports days, and literacy and 

numeracy events. 

Outside school pupils have also been busy too. Pupils have taken part in sporting events and coaching younger children, 

Scouts and Guides, village pantomimes and Cancer UK events. During lock-down pupils have also been active too, some 

helping their families to deliver groceries to relatives and the community they live in, helping out with cooking and 

supporting younger siblings with their school work and popping in on elderly relatives and friends who may be lonely too. 

Prepare tasks in Religious Studies

The focus in GCSE Religious Studies this term has been to reflect and remember key information and learning covered in 

previous lessons and also retrieving learning pupils may have covered during lock-down to check their learning and revision 

skills. Having this enthusiasm to look back on learning and retrieve will really help pupils for their GCSE exam. The Year 9 

GCSE Religious Studies group have looked at key words and teachings from Christianity in their prepare task. 

In other Religious Studies lessons we have covered a wide range of topics:

In Year 10 and 11 we have discussed the Black Lives Matter movement – this included class discussion of the protests that had 

taken part over the past few months and looking in greater depth about where the Black Lives Matter movement 

Cont. Over
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arose from. We also linked this back to key areas that pupils 

covered lower down in school, Martin Luther King, Rosa 

Parks, Gandhi, Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu and the 

importance of equality and diversity and what it means 

today. 

Key Stage 3 pupils completed lessons about the Six Main 

Religious Beliefs in the world today. Some examples of work 

covered can be seem on the Religious Studies My Learning 

platform. The following topics are also covered at Key Stage 

3:

• Anne Frank/ Holocaust/ Holocaust Memorial Day 

• Human Rights

• Equality

• Religious Freedom

• Interfaith Week

• World Religion Day

• Prejudice and Discrimination

• Racial Harmony

• Racial Discrimination

• Social Justice

• Wealth and Poverty 

• Visits to Beth Shalom – The National Holocaust Museum 

Newsletter
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This article was written prior to the school partial closure this week.

As a teacher, I have had the joy of teaching Technology, Mathematics and Physics, to 
most year groups across my career. Predominantly I have always had a passion for 
Electronics, Material Science and the Mathematics of Mechanics, largely due to my 
focus on Civil Engineering at university and beyond. I have, therefore, always found 
myself following a career path and being willing to be flexible in the subjects I have 
taught, as I like the academic, theoretical but also love the application of knowledge 
to solve problems.

Schools though, from their initial conception, from 

the formation of the school day, to the creation of the 

longer summer holidays, have always compartmentalised 

knowledge. Even to this day I am quickly labelled 

and compartmentalised myself, being allocated to a 

department. After a while you start to accept this approach 

to knowledge, but clearly as a Civil Engineer, the application 

of Mathematics, Physics and Material Science are essential 

to the creation of infrastructure or the design of a bridge 

for instance.

It is something I’ve always tried to communicate to those 

children I‘ve taught over the years and last week it was a 

pleasure to see one of my former pupils, who trained to be 

a Mechanical Engineer, on the podium with Lewis Hamilton 

as he now works for Mercedes. I’ve also been privileged to 

have the opportunity to bombard my Year 13 who have just 

left with guest speakers, former students, who as Chemical 

Engineers working on the latest vaccines or Aeronautical 

Engineers themselves, have gone onto very successful 

careers. 

My point though, based on our last few 

articles about learning, is to emphasise that 

Executive 
Headteacher’s Welcome

Cont. Over
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knowledge and skills are transferable. Hardly a revelation 

I hear you cry, but for a child at school who is used to the 

compartmentalisation of education, this is not always 

evident when consolidating knowledge when learning or 

opting for specific career paths.

So as our children apply those techniques, of testing their 

retention of knowledge and sequencing, plus considering 

all they have learned from a particular topic, it is also 

good to support them in thinking about the links between 

subject areas. An English teacher will always correctly tell 

you that extended writing is an essential technique that is 

taught as part of the curriculum, that needs to be applied 

across all subjects. They are, especially with our new GCSE 

examination papers, correct in emphasising the need for 

children not just to be able to write more, but to very 

carefully consider how the longer answer is structured, the 

knowledge and skills they’ll apply from their English lesson.

Other areas though are less overt, as most I feel would 

consider Mathematics and English to be cross curricula. 

Those deciding to study GCSE or A-Level Physical Education 

will find themselves studying Biology. Students and 

pupils who study Computer Science will find themselves 

undertaking Mathematics. There are clear strengths here, 

as the earlier we start to encourage our children, with my 

colleagues, to form those links the better their long term 

memory will be in helping our children to recall and apply 

knowledge and skills across subjects. 

This approach can also help develop interest in our children 

for particular subjects. The child who is not over thrilled by 

the prospect of Mathematics (not sure why as it is exciting) 

may well think differently if they know Computer Science 

depends upon it. The sports person, opting for Biology,  

benefit from the dual teaching and curriculum content, 

while also helping them to understand their physiology 

better. All these links help to consolidate learning and build 

confidence.

Secretly, I started to love Mathematics when we started 

looking at vector diagrams – combining multiple vector 

quantities into a simple resultant. Not unlike the approach 

to learning, we have just discussed, as we combine 

knowledge from many subjects.

Do have a good weekend, 

Mr Britton 
Executive Headteacher

Newsletter
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Key Dates

Autumn Term 2020

Wednesday 9 September 
– Friday 23 October

Monday 2 November 
– Friday 18 December

Spring Term 2021

Monday 4 January 
– Thursday 11 February

Monday 22 February 
– Friday 26 March

Summer Term 2021

Monday 12 April 
– Friday 28 May

Bank Holiday 
Monday 3 May 
(schools closed 
on this date)

Monday 7 June 
– Friday 23rd July.

Staff Training Days

Monday 7 September 2020

Tuesday 8 September 2020

Friday 12 February 2021

Monday 12 April 2021

Monday 26th July 2021

I will really miss our 
Open Evening this year. 
It is one of the moments 
in school where the 
whole community comes 
together – not just in 
the literal sense as we 
welcome hundreds of 
people into school – but 
also in the way that 
colleagues and children 
work together to create 
a night that tries to 
encapsulate what we as a 
school stand for. 

 I really enjoy walking around during 

the event, once the crowds have 

settled, and see my colleagues 

delivering fun activities – just as 

they do in the classroom – to Year 6 

children to make that first connection 

to the wider study of secondary 

school. I also enjoy seeing and 

talking to children who will join the 

school and start their journey here. 

However, the most striking aspect of 

the evening is seeing one of our Year 

7 and Sixth Form students together 

as a pair showing parents and carers 

their school, representing the school 

and two different sides to the 

secondary school experience. 

Under the current circumstances 

we cannot hold an Open Evening in 

this way and while we will shortly 

be launching our video tour and 

welcome to the school, we are 

aware that this won’t be the same 

as walking our corridors in person or 

talking to our pupils. However, we 

hope that what we will offer instead 

will – in the same way as our Open 

Evening - capture what we as a school 

are about.

On Friday the 23rd of October our 

Transition website 

goes live. This will be 

Head 
of School

Cont. Over
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a secure online environment for parents and carers of Year 

6 to access through our school website using a password. 

This page will remain live until the day your child sets foot 

in school as a Year 7. It is our way of creating a space for you 

to ask questions through our online forum and messaging 

system, meet our colleagues via video blogs, learn about 

the subjects we offer through subject presentations, and to 

hear updates from our Care and Achievement team. There 

will also be competitions and activities, as we saw with our 

transition page last year for our current Year 7. You will 

also be able to download our Primary School Newsletter – a 

way for us to keep in touch and share news with children 

who will be joining us in 2021. Children attending a school 

without our Trust – Melbourne, Stamford Bridge, and 

Pocklington Juniors will be able to log in with their existing 

school email. For all other parents and carers, a web form is 

available on our school website to receive log-in credentials 

pending the site launch. We look forward to welcoming you.

As always, one of the greatest moments of my week 

is Friday afternoons when I am able to visit lessons to 

celebrate pupils with the most rewards and praise from 

colleagues over the last week through the Head of School 

Award. This week I am particularly excited about the first 

presentation of the Woldgate School Class Cup. Due to our 

health and safety measures in school, our pupils in Lower 

and Upper School are in the same classes for much of their 

week and so from this week we will be awarding this prize 

to the class who, collectively, have achieved the highest 

effort and standard of work each week. I do not envy their 

Head of School the difficult task of selecting just one class.

Congratulations this week go to 
Alexandru Cracea and Alex Rees in Year 
7, Indie Blight in Year 8, Stanley Beasley 
in Year 9, Ethan Brown in Year 10, and 
Rosie Kennedy in Year 11 for achieving 
the Head of School award.

I wish you and your family the very best.

Mr G Davies 
Head of School
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How to support your child in maintaining their digital 
wellbeing:

Since March, we have all spent far more time online than 

ever before, and our online identity has become more 

important than ever. Adults and children are increasingly 

working and completing school work online, and it is 

therefore vital that we understand the impact this can have 

on our wellbeing. This is often referred to as your ‘digital 

wellbeing’ or ‘online wellness.’

It is essentially about having an awareness of how being 

online can make us feel and looking after ourselves and 

others when online. This can include recognising the impact 

being online can have on our emotions, mental wellbeing 

and even on our physical health and knowing what to do if 

something goes wrong. 

Our digital wellbeing can be influenced by the choices we 

make online, the content we see, the interactions we have 

with others and even how long we spend engaging with 

technology and the internet. Reports have found that those 

who spend extended amounts of time online are more likely 

to see upsetting content, receive abusive comments or send 

abuse to others. 

Young people from the age of 11 are likely to be completely 

independent in their internet and technology use and may 

Safeguarding at 
Woldgate School

use social media, online games and watch online videos on 

a daily basis. Here are some of the main factors relating to 

digital wellbeing which can affect a young person:

Desire to ‘Fit in’

Young people might be feeling a lot of pressure from their 

online experiences. This could be pressure to look a certain 

way, receive a large number of likes or follows or even 

pressure to watch and engage with content they may not be 

comfortable with. The pressure to conform to these ‘goals’ 

could leave a young person feeling negatively 

about themselves and their achievements.

Digital 
Wellbeing

Mr Sloman 
writes:

Cont. Over
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Mechanisms to keep us hooked

Most games have been specifically designed to 

‘hook’ a user in and keep them playing. This is 

often done by allowing a user to win or succeed 

but on the basis they stay within the game for 

an extended period of time in order to achieve 

this. Most online apps and platforms have 

functionality which has been built in order to 

keep us coming back. 

Content that makes us uncomfortable

Online we can see and experience things we are 

expecting or that are welcome and things which 

make us feel uncomfortable, anxious or even 

distressed. When young people witness things 

online that they weren’t expecting to see it could 

leave them with questions or worries which they 

need support with. Depending upon the nature of 

what they have seen sometimes it can be difficult 

for a young person to reach out for help for fear 

of judgement or embarrassment. 

Young people themselves may also actively 

search for this content out of curiosity, to seek 

answers, advice and support or in search of a 

community of which they feel part of.

Digital Drama

Falling outs and disagreements within friendships 

and relationships can often be seen as part of 

growing up but when these occur online they 

can become more complicated. The ambiguity 

of the internet and the fact that we cannot see 

someone’s facial expression or hear their tone 

of voice can mean that messages and posts are 

misunderstood. Young people need support 

in navigating their online conversations and 

understanding how to approach a situation where 

they feel upset, offended or hurt by an online 

comment.

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement

Newsletter
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I have really missed having 
Year 8 in school this 
week. I know for many 
of our Year 8 pupils, this 
extended period of home 
learning has been tough 
and I would like to praise 
them for their continued 
determination to succeed. 
Whilst I know nothing can 
replace the experience of 
being in a classroom, I am 
confident that the lesson 
resources contained on 
the MyLearning website 
provide a solid platform 
from which our pupils can 
continue to make progress 
and challenge themselves. 

I would like to say a massive thank you 

to parents for supporting our young 

people who are isolating at this time 

and for creating environments at home 

from which they can continue to learn- 

this is no easy feat when juggling the 

demands of everyday life.

I am so aware also that whilst learning 

is at the heart of everything we do 

here at Woldgate, we do not forget the 

impact that this situation is having on 

Ms Minton writes:

the mental health of our pupils. While 

encouraging pupils to do their allotted 

school hours wherever possible is really 

important, so is assuring them that if 

they cannot get everything done in 

this time, they will not be punished. 

I know that multiple ClassCharts 

assignments can feel overwhelming, 

particularly when pupils are often 

working on these alone. With this in 

mind, please do continue to encourage 

them to have regular breaks and not to 

spend too much time on one particular 

task. Getting outside and exercising 

regularly is also a crucial part of 

maintaining good mental health. 

I am really looking forward to catching 

up with our Year 8 pupils again next 

week and to once again walk around 

C block, feeling the brilliant buzz 

of positive learning environments. 

Below is some of the incredible work 

completed at home by our Year 8 

super stars- a massive well done for 

producing such fantastic work despite 

the difficulties of the current situation.

Oliver even said to his Mum a little 

while ago, and I think this really is 

profound: 

“it’s really important to 
make the most of every 

day at school as you never 
know when it’s your last for 

a bit”.

Ms A Minton 
Head of Lower School
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A brilliant Year 8 history project
by Jake McDonough.

Martin 
Luther

Who was he? What did he do?

Who was he?

Martin Luther was born 10th November 1483 in Eisleben, 

Germany and died 18th February 1546 (age 62).

He was a monk who took his beliefs very seriously. He was 

also a professor of theology. Luther was really worried 

about getting to heaven. The Church was telling him to earn 

his way there; the bible told him he only had to trust and 

follow Jesus. He decided the Bible was right!

Cont. Over
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What did he do?

Luther decided to start a debate at his 

university about the Catholic Church. 

He wrote out 95 things they had got 

wrong (including having a Pope!) and 

nailed them to a door in the university.

Luther lived at a time when the 

printing press had just been invented. 

This meant his ideas could easily 

spread to other people. Lots of leaflets 

were printed and handed out.

Pope Leo was not at all happy! He decided to throw Luther out 

of the Church, which, to Catholics, meant he was going straight 

to hell.

The Emperor of Germany wanted to hear why Luther had fallen 

out with the Pope. He invited Luther to a meeting (called a Diet) 

in the town of Worms. There, Luther explained why Catholics 

were wrong. The Diet of Worms gave Luther a lot of publicity.

Whilst Luther was leaving Worms to go home to Wittenburg, 

some Catholics ambushed him and tried to kill him. The Emperor 

had Luther taken to a safe castle to hide.

Whilst in hiding, Luther continued to write his new Protestant 

ideas (he translated the Bible into German so more people 

could access it, as it was only in Latin. It also included pictures so people who 

couldn’t read could understand it). His books travelled all over Europe and some 

people decided to break away from the Catholic Church and become Protestants.

Why was Luther important?

Martin Luther was important because his actions helped change many peoples 

lives. For example, if he hadn’t done this people would only be Catholic, but now 

people have a choice, Catholic or Protestant. Luther was very brave in challenging 

the Catholic Church as it was very powerful and wealthy. Luther helped change 

the course of British history, in particular, as his actions led to Henry VIII leaving 

the Catholic Church and setting up the Church of England, so he could marry Anne 

Boleyn and his subsequent wives. Maybe Henry VIII would not have had a son and 

this could have changed events completely?

Martin Luther’s statue outside 

St. Mary’s Church Berlin.

Luther at the Diet of Worms.

Luther’s Bible
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Chad started riding Quad Bikes from the age of two and 

was lucky enough to have somewhere to ride. It became a 

regular activity and with an older brother to chase, he learnt 

so much. Chad was always told “it’s all about having fun 

because if you are having fun, you become a better rider”.

Chad had thought about racing but his dad had always told 

him “only if you really wanted to”. By the age of 14, and 

after watching his older brother race, he knew it was time to 

have a go. Chad remembers being so nervous. He still gets 

nervous now but he thinks it’s a good thing. His dad always 

says “remember it’s fun”.

In his first season Chad was amazed that he could run with 

the boys who had raced for years! Chad finished third in 

the British Quad 250 Open Championship and we were all 

shocked at how fast he was! He knew, however, that he 

could do better and that his level of fitness was letting him 

down. He started going to the gym and doing 

Mrs Atkinson 
writes: 
As a school at 
the heart of the 
community it 

serves and of great 
supporters of extra-

curricular activities, it is with 
pride that we celebrate the outstanding 
achievement of Chad Beevers. 

We know the sacrifices that families make to see their 

children excel in their chosen sports but also the joy when 

their hard work and commitment pays off. It has filled us 

with great pride to read of Chad’s passion for his sport and 

we thank his family for sharing this most excellent news 

with us.

Cont. Over
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plenty of cardio work. By the time the 2020 season started, 

he was two stones lighter and ready to race.

Chad was crowned British Quad 250 Open Champion on 
Sunday, 4th October, 2020! This was after a shortened 

race season from July to October, due to the current Covid 

restrictions.

At the first meeting, held at Grittenham, Chad took 2, 1, 

2, meaning that he came second overall. His next race was 

held at Cusses Gorse where winning started to come easy; 

he took 1,1 meaning an overall win. Chad went on a winning 

streak coming first in the next nine races! While competing 

in Devon, there was a coming together with another rider 

which resulted in him breaking a track rod end. This took 

him out of the race. Luckily for Chad, the race was red 

flagged after another accident, which resulted in the race 

being restarted. After replacing the part, he only just made 

it to the gate to start again. Chad finished second giving 

him 1, 2, 1 on the day, and a 56 - point lead making him the 

British Champion!

What a privilege it is to have a British Quad Champion 

among us! On behalf of the Upper School team and all the 

staff at Woldgate, we congratulate you Chad and thank you 

and your family for allowing us to celebrate with you, your 

most magnificent achievement!

Mrs I Atkinson 
Head of Upper School
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The EPQ is an independent, research-

based qualification, where students 

select a topic of entirely their own 

choice which they research in-depth and 

then develop into an extended piece of writing. It has also 

been praised by universities for guiding students into higher 

education and is an accredited qualification worth the 

equivalent of half an A Level. Some universities will even 

lower their offers to a student who has also achieved a high 

grade in their EPQ, for example AAA or AAB plus the EPQ 

at Grade A. It is designed to boost students’ independent 

learning skills and allows them to delve into a topic that 

really interests them. Students develop a huge range of 

skills including: finding, evaluating and referencing sources; 

planning a project; structuring and editing an extended 

piece of writing; preparing and delivering a presentation; 

developing organisation skills; improving coursework 

grades in other subjects; developing university study skills; 

and preparing for life at university.

Our current Year 13 students are in the process of 

completing their EPQs, while we will be launching the 

qualification with Year 12 on Tuesday. I always enjoy reading 

the extended projects and seeing the diverse range of 

topics our students have chosen. For example, I recently 

read an EPQ on whether animal cloning is suitable for food 

production on a global scale, which was fascinating to read 

and ties in brilliantly with the student’s career aspirations to 

work in veterinary medicine. I also read an extended essay 

on whether it is possible to lead a sustainable lifestyle in 

the 21st century. I found this incredibly thought-provoking 

and was challenged to reflect again on my own lifestyle 

choices versus my responsibility to try to lead a sustainable 

existence. Over the years we have had EPQs on everything 

from gender roles and stereotyping to quantum physics and 

particle entanglement. I can’t wait to see what our current 

Year 12 students choose!

Mrs Lawson 
Head of Sixth Form

Spotlight on The Extended  
Project Qualification

At Woldgate Sixth Form we firmly believe in providing our students 
with a wide range of academic and extra-curricular opportunities 
to enhance their core education. The EPQ, or Extended Project 
Qualification, is one such opportunity. 
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• Job Seeker’s Allowance (income-based)

• Income Support

• Universal Credit - Your annual income assessed by the 

Department for Work and Pension must be less than 

£7,400. Any pupil eligible for free school meals before 

1 April 2018 when the earned income threshold is 

introduced will retain their eligibility until then end of 

universal credit roll-out which is March 2022

• Child Tax Credit (but NOT receiving Working Tax Credit) 

– provided your annual income, assessed by the Inland 

Revenue, does not exceed £16,190 

(Please note: this amount is subject to change in April 

every year)

• Employment Support Allowance (income-related)

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum 

Act 1999.

The free school meal will remain in place for as long as 

pupils attend an East Riding of Yorkshire school and parents 

continue to be entitled to one of the above qualifying 

benefits.

This week, I 
would like to 
raise a sensitive 
subject: money. 
We are so aware 
that these have 
been difficult 
times for many 
families and 
with the onset of 
Winter, there are 
significant challenges 
ahead. For some, the end 
of “furlough” has meant tough financial 
decisions, uncertainty over jobs, 
inevitable redundancies and threats 
over contracts ending. Even some older 
pupils who have weekend or holiday 
jobs have not been able to rely on these 
to provide income or support family 
budgets.

It is for this reason, that we would like to encourage 

families, whose circumstances may have changed, to find 

out if pupils are eligible for Free School Meals. They will be 

entitled to free school meals if the parents are in receipt of 

any of the following benefits:

Mrs Geary writes:

Cont. Over
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We keep entitlement to Free School 

Meals as confidential as possible in 

school. Our pin and thumbprint system 

in the canteen mean that no-one is 

aware of the eligibility. 

It is straightforward to check if you are 

eligible on the East Riding of Yorkshire 

Website or for more details contact your 

child’s Care and Achievement Coordinator. 

Please be aware that Sixth Form students 

are also eligible for Free School Meals.

Star of the Week
Mrs Geary’s star of the week is Lizzy in Year 9.She has 

recently completed a bike ride challenge for Cancer Research 

where she committed to cycling 200 miles during the month of September. Lizzy is 

neither an accomplished nor frequent cyclist so when her mum and dad heard her say 

that she wanted to do this, her parents, were both surprised and very proud. During 

September she cycled almost every day, whatever the weather, eventually completing 

her target of 200 miles on 28th. Lizzy then decided that she could manage a few more 

and over the next two days managed a whopping 22 miles, taking her total miles to 

222 – she said she liked that number. When asked why she wanted to raise money for 

Cancer Research Lizzy said the following: 

“Both of my grandparents on my Dad’s side died of cancer and my grandad on my Mum’s side is 
currently living with cancer. I felt that this would be a good charity to donate to due to the fact that it 

has affected my family and many other families greatly and it would be good to know that I am supporting something that could 
change people’s lives.” 

So far, her ride has raised over £750.00!

Her family and friends are immensely proud of her as are we at school. I hear she is already looking forward to the next challenge.

Mrs S Geary 
Head of Inclusion
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Care and Achievement 
Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs S Clark

07790 987139

sclark@woldgate.net

Year 10
Miss S Black

07790 987142

sblack@woldgate.net

Year 8
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mrs C Wright

07790 987007

cwright@woldgate.net

Year 9
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs R Bourne

07790 987009

rbourne@woldgate.net
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